
Helena Preston
What is your job title?
Flood Risk and Drainage Engineer

Who do you work for?
Cole Easdon Consultants - Swindon

What do you do?
“I assess flood risk and design 
sustainable drainage systems which take 
into account future climate change.

This helps improve water quality and 
increases biodiversity which benefits 
both the natural environment and the 
built environment.”

https://www.stem.org.uk/stem-ambassadors/schools-and-colleges
https://careerswales.gov.wales/job-information/flood-risk-engineer/job-role
https://www.coleeasdon.com/


What skills and knowledge do 
you think are important when 

it comes to dealing with 
climate change at work?

“Technical skills and 
scientific knowledge are 
important, but so are good 
communication skills.

It’s vital to understand 
what is important to other 
people.”

https://www.stem.org.uk/stem-ambassadors/schools-and-colleges


What can you recall learning at school which helps you with your job now?

“I remember learning 
about the water cycle in 
school, and this helps me 
with my job now.

I also have a degree in 
Geosciences and a Masters 
in Water Management.”



“I sometimes feel very 
anxious about the future.

My job helps, because I am a 
small part of the solution”
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